
To figure out how many dots are on a dot card and then find other dot cards that have 
more, less, or the same number of dots. 

Any dot cards 0-5 (at least two sets):

Dice
0-5

10 Frame
0-5

Ordered
0-5

For later games: select more cards, one set at a time:                              Extra Challenge

Ordered Dots
0-5

Scattered Dots
0-5

Circle
0-5

Select more cards
6-10

Same 
More 
Less 
Compare

Why did you choose that card?  
How did you know?  
How many more? 
How much less?

1. Select and shuffle the cards.     

Players 1-20 Ages 3+ 5-10 min

More, Less, or the Same?
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2. Lay the cards face-up on the table so all can see.

3. Hold up one card. Ask, “Can you find a card that is the same as 
mine?” 

4. Wait for children to look through the face-up cards. They can 
choose one matching card or multiple matching cards. 

5. Hold up a new card and ask children to find a card that's the 
same. Then, if you'd like to introduce an extra challenge, choose 
one of the following questions: 
 
 -  “Can you find a card that is more than mine?” Give children 
plenty of time to look through the cards and identify any card 
that is more than your card. 
 
-  “Can you find a card that is one more than mine?” Give 
children plenty of time to look through the cards and identify a 
card that is exactly one more than your card. 
 
-  “Can you find a card that is more than mine?” Give children 
plenty of time to look through the cards and, once they find a 
card that is more than yours, ask, “How many more is it? How 
can you figure that out?"

6. As children make a choice, you can ask, "Why did you choose 
that card?" or "How did you figure out which card to choose?" 
If children make a mistake, you do not have to correct them. As 
they practice, see if they self-correct.

7. Hold up a new card and ask the same question, but asking the 
child to find a card that is less than your card.        
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• You can play this game in all different ways! Hold up your 
fingers and ask children to find a card with the same number 
of dots as fingers. Say a number and ask children to find a card 
with that many dots (connecting number names to quantities). 
Hold up a numeral card and ask children to match the numeral 
to that quantity of dots (connecting numerals to quantities).

• Rather than correcting children if they are incorrect, you can 
say: "I got something different. Let's try another one". Or you 
can model your thinking--for example you could say, "I counted 
one, two, three, four. I got four. How did you count?"

• As children gain experience, have them take on the adult role! 
 

• How to talk about numbers and compare quantities.

• Thinking about one more and one less helps children learn the 
sequence of numbers: 4 is one more than 3; and 2 is one less 
than 3.

• When children think about how much more and how much 
less they are developing early skills in addition and subtraction. 
This is an important step for them to practice before they are 
introduced to written math like 4-1=3. 
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Watch Game Video 
View the QR code in your smartphone’s camera app 
or QR code reader to watch a video that shows how 
to play More, Less, or the Same.
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